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OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION 13/03061

2,000 HOUSES ON THORP ARCH TRADING ESTATE

   Volume 10 - ACCESSIBILITY CRITERIA
Contact: Peter Locke, Chairman 

14 Thorp Arch Park, Thorp Arch, LS23 7AN

Added congestion Loss of prime agricultural land Overwhelming local opposition

Site asbestos contamination Gridlock on Bridge Rd again Poor accessibility

Does this look brownfield to you? Unsuitable re-routing of local traffic Loss of flora and fauna



Accessibility Criteria. 
 
Objection based on non-compliance with Core Strategy Accessibility Criteria. 
 
Planning application 13/03061. 2000 houses on Thorp Arch Trading Estate.  
 
We object to the above application, on the grounds that the bus and walking provisions 
completely fail the Core Strategy accessibility criteria. 
 
In Appendix 2 of the emerging Leeds Core Strategy, is table 2, covering 'Accessibility 
Standards for Housing Developments in Leeds (5 dwellings or more)'. The Core Strategy is 
about to have its Inspection, starting 7 October, so it should be considered fairly robust as 
'emerging policy' in planning terms. 
 
From that table (and its following notes) you will observe that Major Public Transport 
Interchanges (MPTI) are defined as the city centres of Leeds, Bradford and Wakefield. 

We have compared the requirements given in that table, with what is delivered in the planning 
application. The results are presented in the table below: 
 

Requirement of Accessibility 
Table 
 

Planning Application delivers: 

Local Services.15 minute walk (at 
3mph). 

No services on site initially. 
Very few services on site (which could be up to 10 
minute walk) once fully developed. Good services in 
Boston Spa, but over 2.5kms average distance = 30 
minutes plus walking. Nothing closer. 
 

Employment. Within 5 minutes walk 
to a 15 minute bus service to an 
MPTI, travel time under 40 minutes. 
 

Up to 10 mins walk to a 30 minute bus service taking 
over 1 hour to MPTI.  
(A very limited numbers of residents will be employed 
on site, but this is NOT a criteria). 
 

Primary Health Care. Within a 20 
minute walk.  

30 minute plus walk to Boston Spa (but surgery cannot 
copy with the increased numbers) 
One hour walk to Wetherby. 
Nothing closer, nothing on site. 
 

Secondary Education. Within a 30 
min walk, or 5 minute walk to a bus 
stop offering a 15 minute service to 
an MPTI. 

Approximately one hour walk to either Boston School 
or Wetherby High. 
30 Minute service to MPTI, but it takes over one hour 
journey time. 
 

Town/City centres. 5 minute walk to 
a bus stop offering a direct 15 
minute service. 

Two separate (probably not coordinated) 30 minute 
services to Wetherby. 
Accessibility indicators are number/size of facilities 
within 30 minute journey time. 
Result - only Wetherby counts - very poor outcome. 
Not a 15 minute service. 
 

  
From the above table, you will see that the TATE site fails all the necessary criteria, often by a 
factor of 2 or more. 
 
 




