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Planning application 13/03061. 2000 houses on Thorp Arch Trading Estate. 

 

Objection on the grounds of potential loose asbestos fibre on site. 

 

Volume 3 Addendum 2– Contamination Issues. 

 

Contamination with loose asbestos fibres.  

 

In a recent telephone conversation with George Moore (who initially developed the Trading Estate) 

he indicated that when he purchased the Estate around 1960, all the (approx 600) buildings were 

connected to a steam supply coming from boilers at either end of the site. At that period such steam 

lines were insulated with loose asbestos fibre, held in place by a wrap and hard set coat of plaster or 

similar material. The steam lines can clearly be seen in photographs from the period, below. 

Mr Moore arranged for the lines to be removed and sold for scrap. However the asbestos coating 

would have had no scrap value. It would have become even more friable because of extended 

exposure to high temperatures. There are strong local views that some or all of the asbestos 

material was buried on site at, or in the vicinity of, zone 3 and Westminster Yard. We are currently 

trying to find more information, and to see if there is anyone still living who knows more about the 

disposal of the asbestos. A rough calculation, assuming 10 kms run length of 6" steam line, insulated 

with asbestos 3" thick, with an asbestos density of 150kgs/cubic metre, would yield a total quantity 

of asbestos of over 50 tonnes. 

Given the potential hazards to health if such asbestos is on site, this issue really must be 'bottomed' 

before the application is decided. Given that in 1960 the risks to health from asbestos were not well 

known, and the standards of care in removal and handling of the material were nowhere near 

today's, the potential hazards both where the material is buried (if it is) and at any location where 

the stripping of the insulation took place, are obvious. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


